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ideas at that time I should have taken litfeie notice of their legitimate
fears and growlings, had it not been that their displeasure would
have been reflected on my mother and brother. It was no easy task
to sit night after night with my father-in-law and to hear and success-
fully answer his objections. But then I was the old proverb, 'Patience
and perseverance overcome mountains', too well to give way.
"When I had the money and requisite permission I said to myself,
cHow am I to persuade myself to separate from all that is dear and
near to me?} In India we fight shy of separation. Even when I had
to go from home for a few days my mother would weep. How, then,
was I to witness, without being affected, the heart-rending scene. It
is impossible for me to describe the tortures that my mind had to
suffer. As the day of leave-taking drew near I nearly broke down.
But I was wise enough not to say this, even to my closest friends. I
knew that my health was failing. Sleeping, waking, drinking, eating,
walking, running, reading, I was dreaming and thinking of England
and what I would do on that momentous day. At last the day came.
On the one hand my mother was hiding her eyes, full of tears, in her
hands, but the sobbing was clearly heard. On the other, I was placed
among a circle of some fifty friends. 'If I wept they would think me
too weak; perhaps they would not allow me to go to England*
soliloquized I, therefore, I did not weepa even though my heart was
breaking. Last, but not least, came the leave-taking with my wife. It
would be contrary to custom for me to see or talk to her in the pre-
sence of friends. So I had to see her in a separate room. She, of
course, had begun sobbing long before. I went to her and stood like
a dumb statue for a moment. I kisse«d her, and she said, 'Don't go.'
June 13, 1891
Mr.   Gandhi*s   Narrative
on your arrival in England of course you were face to face with
the flesh-eating problem, how did you solve it ?
" "I was overwhelmed with gratuitous advice. Well meaning yet
ignorant friends thrust their own opinions into unwilling ears. The
majority of them said I could not do without meat in the cold
climate. I would catch consumption. Mr. Z went to England and

